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OUR
SUSTAINING

Even to your old age, I am He, And 
even to gray hairs I will carry you! 

I have made, and I will bear; 
Even I will carry, and 

will deliver you.  
Isaiah 46:4
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GOD



I love the story of creation and how our Awesome God brought 
everything into being, but I think I am even more amazed by 

the fact that He sustains it all as well. A number of years ago I 
had the privilege of visiting my sister in South Africa, and she 
and my brother in-law were extremely kind to me and took 
me to a game reserve. I had never seen the night sky so clearly 
before and the stars just seemed to go into the void beyond, 
there appeared to be no end to them. � at was when it really 
struck me the greatness of our sustaining God. � e seasons 
come and go, the record summer heat dissipates, the � owers 
wither and the leaves fall o�  the trees, but our God remains the 
same forever, sustaining not just His creation all around, but us, 
His children as well. 

We need His sustaining power probably more 
than ever as we seek to reach the children of this 
generation. Yes, the seasons change, but the times we live 
in also change. � e children are being raised in a generation 
where the general consensus is there are no absolutes, everyone 
is entitled to their own belief and the teaching of God’s Word is 
just another form of belief system.

� ankfully our God is also a powerful God, and the Word of 
God has authority and when taught to the young people, lives 
are changed by the power of the Holy Spirit. As the season 
changes and we move into a di� erent period of ministry, we 
implore you to remember our CEF® workers and volunteers 
faithfully and constantly in prayer. Pray for opportunities to 
evangelise and teach the children, in schools, Good News 
Club®s, residential weekends. We seek to stay faithful to the 
Book and teach what the children need to hear in an attractive 
style. Children vote with their feet; they need to enjoy the 
club, or they don’t return. � e Lord Jesus Christ was and is an 
attractant, and our desire is to see thousands of children across 
this island attracted to the Saviour and putting their lives in His 
sustaining hands.
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  (National Directors)

sustaining hands.

  (National Directors)

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
Colossians 1:17 (ESV)
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As we 
consider 

the unreached 
children across 

Europe, there is 
a de� nite response 

required. The gospel needs 
to get to them as quickly as 

possible. We must go wide with 
our evangelistic e� orts. 

In our department, we are convinced 
about the importance of training 

and developing national CEF leaders 
across Europe. Why? These leaders 

have the responsibility to ensure the 
gospel is brought to as many children as 

possible across their nations. They have a 
spiritual charge to lead their team of workers 

in a God glorifying way. They need spiritual 
refreshment and practical help, and that is what 

our department aims to provide. We believe that as 
we build strong relationships with them, that there 

is great value in going deep!

One of the leaders I have recently been working with is 
Lukasz who leads the CEF ministry in Poland. He says…

I am grateful to God for the time spent with Philip. It 
was a time of praying and reading a very good book on 
leadership from a biblical perspective. It has been a great 
help in the ministry as I have considered the leader's 
character, identity and limitations, and the importance 
of being faithful in the service. We discussed and solved 
various problems together. I am grateful to God for Philip, 
as he helped me to concentrate on what is important in my 
ministry, and also on the need to care for the workers God 
has entrusted to me. The moments spent together during 
the workers conference were especially important to us.  I 
personally appreciate the conversations with Philip and his 
mentoring work in my ministry as a country leader. I have 
never had such a person in my ministry before.

THE VALUE 
OF GOING 
DEEP
Philip and Denise Annett

Leadership Development Department CEF Europe

"
"



6

Within CEF there is such variety of ministry 
throughout Ireland. My favourite term-

time programme is weekly classes in school 
classrooms. Open doors to schools is not 
something I take lightly and it is something I 
have enjoyed these last ten years with CEF.

It is a privilege to teach through the GNC™ 
cycle in a classroom setting. To have the 
captive audience of a full classroom is a 
humbling experience and joy. As I go to each 
classroom and teach, it is encouraging that 
the children engage with their own questions 
relating to the Bible teaching.

We are thankful for the good response this 
past year from teachers and school sta�. We 
are looking forward to the new school year, to 
see God move within the hearts of boys and 
girls and that they will know their need for a 
Saviour.

• Please pray for safety on the roads as we 
travel to schools.

• Please pray that doors will continue to be 
open to us.

• Please pray for connections in more 
schools in the locality.

• Please continue to pray for the boys and 
girls of County Cork.

Matt and Adele Corke

OPEN
DOORS
CEF MINISTRY IN CO CORK

"



Shortfall
A � nancial advisor was once asked 

by a CEF missionary, “If I had 
some money to invest, where should 
I invest it?” The advisor started to 
think, “Missionaries don’t usually 
have a lot of money, I wonder how 
much he has to invest? Should I tell 
him to invest in a Building Society or 
National Savings?”  As the advisor 
continued to think about this, the 
missionary began to speak again. 
Actually, he wasn’t thinking of his 
own investment. He was thinking 
of any believer who had money to 
invest.

“You know the best place to invest 
your money? The best place is 
by supporting a CEF worker! The 
dividends will be in Heaven.”

CEF workers, Beni and Cristina are 
living in a poor area of Romania. 
Cristina heard the gospel as a child 
from another CEF worker. She said, 
“If they had not come to my school, I 
would not have heard the gospel.” In 
July this year they held a camp. Ten 
children put their trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. One of them, a boy, 

said, “If I hadn’t been at this camp, I 
would never have made this decision 
to follow the Lord Jesus.”

Beni and Cristina are not fully 
supported by their church, friends 
and family. They are two of the 
300+ workers across Europe 
who depend on shortfall support to 
be fully supported to carry out their 
ministry. What a di� erence this is 
making!

The shortfall project is an 
opportunity to make an eternal 
� nancial investment. The money 
given to support a CEF worker who 
will take the gospel to children is the 
best investment you can ever make!

The � nancial advisor told me years 
later, “I took the � nancial advice 
of the missionary and I started 
supporting CEF workers. I have never 
regretted it once.”

For more information about giving to 
the shortfall project, please contact: 
partners@cefeurope.org

Where should I invest my money?
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Logistics
Ruth Jackson

Summer Outreach Training Course 
– photocopy lesson texts, Memory 
Verse explanations, Certi� cates and 
Guidelines booklets. These items were 
then all packed into boxes and sent 
to the courses in Oceanview and 
Kilkeel. The Bible lesson ª ashcards and 
Memory Verse visuals were not only 
used during the practical sessions of 
the course, but have now been used 
in 5-Day Clubs in housing estates 
throughout Ireland to teach many boys 
and girls.

Complete Holiday Bible Club orders 
and arrange collection by courier. It 
was great to see many more churches 
wanting to run face-to-face clubs again 
this summer! Although counting out 
booklets and Memory Verse tokens can 
seem a tedious task, when I remember 
that children will take these home and 
that God’s Word will enter many homes 
that I never will, I am grateful to be able 
to serve in this small way.

Send reminder email for Good News 
Club order forms. Although this entry 
in my diary was back in July, there 
have been many more entries, lists, 
emails and excel spreadsheets since! 
By the time you read this, GNCs will be 
starting again and teachers will have 
received their resources for another 
year. Children I will never meet will 
sing songs collated here in the print 
room, learn truths from God’s Word and 
enjoy quizzes using resources printed 
and packed up here. Is it worth all the 
hours spent sending emails, ordering 
items from printers, standing at the 
photocopier and sticking download 
labels into books, etc., etc.? YES! Praise 
God for the children we hear of who 
have trusted the Lord through summer 
outreaches and in the winter ministries. 
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Do you keep a diary? Maybe you like to record that day’s happenings or you 
write down your thoughts and feelings at the end of the day. Or do you use a 

diary to put in important dates like birthdays and time o�  work?

I keep a diary on my desk but the entries in it are generally not related to birthdays 
or special events, but it contains my ‘to-do’ list or more accurately sometimes my 
‘things-I’d-like-to-get-done’ list!

Some of the entries in my diary recently read:



What a joy it was to be back in Castlerock for Junior Camp this 
summer! We had a smaller camp than usual but God was good. Each 

year as we prepare for camp we ask God for “fruit”. Of course, we mean 
that we want to see souls saved and that is indeed our ultimate goal. But 
what a privilege to see other important fruit too, in the lives of boys and 
girls who are already saved.

• One boy told his mum how much he had enjoyed the meetings 
especially the missionary story and the prayer times in his dorm.

• Another child was delighted that he had been brave enough to pray 
aloud for the fi rst time.

• One of our GNC children who has Down’s Syndrome came to camp 
for the fi rst time. It moved me to tears to see the tender love and 
encouragement shown by other children to her, encouraging her and 
cheering her on. A new friendship was formed and she has already had 
a fun day out with a new friend since camp ended

• Children who met at camp for the fi rst time realized they were going 
to the same schools next year. More new friendships were formed! 
What an encouragement they will be to each other next term!

• Other children shared about some of the wonderful truths they had 
learned about God from the John the Baptist lessons which was the 
Bible teaching this year.

So yes, even now we long that God will continue to work and there will 
indeed be salvation fruit but we also celebrate the “fruit of repentance” 
that we were able to see in many of these boys and girls too.

North West Ulster
Jennifer McNeill

M i n i s t r y  i n . . .
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TARGET 
COUNTIES

Over the past few years, the Local 
Committee of County Armagh have had a 

vested interest in County Louth. As a committee 
they have been praying for YOU to go, they have been setting aside monthly 
� nance to help when YOU arrive and have seen ministry commence ready 
for YOU to continue and expand. We know the labourers are few but all 
we need is one person or couple to settle in Louth and call it “HOME”. The 
Lord, in His commission to the disciples, commanded them to go, but what 
is holding YOU back?

Let’s get acquainted with this “wee county” …

County Louth is encircled by counties Meath, Monaghan, Down and Armagh 
with a coastline running down the Irish Sea compacting it into an area of 
319 square miles and nestled neatly between Dublin and Belfast; just a 1hr 
journey by car from either.

The “harvest � eld” of Louth is vast with a population of approximately 
130,000 souls, a quarter of which are under the age of 19 years, making 
it ripe for a ministry with children and teenagers. Dundalk and Drogheda 
are densely populated inhabiting 60% of the total population yet only 
separated by a 25-minute commute, putting a vast mission � eld on the 
doorstep of anyone who lives within the county. The harvest truly is great!

Back in 2016 a Momentum team had great success working alongside a 
church in Drogheda running 5-Day Clubs®; there are monthly assembly 
opportunities in Dundalk’s national school; Cross� re: Not Ashamed has 
made the journey and local ministers are awaiting help with their children’s 
ministry. 

The labourers are few … but, could it be YOU?

“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his 
harvest.” Luke 10:2 (KJV)

Gareth and Lindsay Gwynne, Local Workers Co Armagh

Who’s going to 
County Louth?
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Stephen and Tanya Hamilton

Junior camp started on 
3rd July with a coach 

and a minibus full of excited 
children! For many, this was 
their � rst ever summer camp. 
For some, their � rst ever 
summer camp in Ireland. We 
praise God for three Ukrainian children who were able to come. They have been in 
Dublin for a few months now living in a local hotel. It was touching to see one boy 
give his tuck shop money to the “Hope for Ukraine” project. 
   
The theme at camp was “Survival!” This theme continued with the missionary story 
each evening as we looked at the life of Mary Slessor—a woman who faced many 
trials as a child and yet God used these to prepare her for His work. God placed 
Africa on her heart as a young person and she fearlessly served Him there. She 
faced dangerous situations, going into the deepest and darkest places in the African 
jungle to share the gospel.  
    
On the last night as we looked around the room packed with children and leaders 
God reminded us about what He could do with their lives. The impact they could 
have for God! All from di� erent backgrounds yet we know when God saves and calls, 
their lives will never be the same again! We pray that from this summer camp, God 
will raise up evangelists, missionaries, pastors, and teachers. Child evangelists too! 
These children are the church of today and the leaders of tomorrow. Will you pray 
for these children? 

“On the last night as we looked around 
the room packed with children and leaders 
God reminded us about what He could do 
with their lives."

Summer
Ministry in 
South Dublin

Looking unto Jesus
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NATIONAL OFFICE

I’m very thankful to all of the o  ̈ice 
sta  ̈ who put up with a month of 
paint, dust, noise and furniture 
moving! There 
was no room left 
untouched by the 
carpet � tters, but 
it was all worth 
it in the end. It’s 

amazing to see the di  ̈erence new carpet and vinyl has 
made throughout the building. 

The Resources Shop was in particular need of some TLC, 
which is no surprise considering it has the highest footfall 
of any area in the building. With the help of some gifted and 
willing volunteers, we removed, repainted and re� tted the 
shelving units, tore down a wall, and rearranged the stock! 
When you add in the new ª ooring, new lights, and some 
repainted walls and doors, the reception area and shop has 
been totally transformed. 

There were two particular things in mind as we refurbished 
the shop. First, we wanted to be able to display our new and 
updated curriculum material front and centre to everyone 
who comes in. Second, we wanted to expand our stock of 
books and resources from other publishers. The extra space 
created by the refurbishment has allowed us to meet both 
of these aims.

Why not call in and have a look around the Resources Shop 
and National O  ̈ice? We would be delighted to show you 
round! Please pray that God would continue to use this 
building, and the people in it, for His glory, and that the 
resources that are created and distributed from here would 
bring many boys and girls to Christ. 

Andrew McNabb, O� ice Manager

The National O� ice is 
twenty years old this 

year, and although we 
didn’t throw a party, we 
did take some time to 
give the place a facelift!

News from the
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Just over � ve months ago, we announced that 
we were joining with our fellow CEF workers 

across Europe to take part in the Hope for Ukraine 
project. The aim of the project is to help meet 
the spiritual needs of Ukrainian children across 
Europe. As they are processing what has happened 
to them and their families, and what the future 
possibly holds, they need answers to the huge 
questions they are asking.

Since then, the European CEF family have been 
working together to send 100,000 gym bags 
to Ukrainian children, each containing practical 
items, gifts and gospel literature. Our goal in CEF 
of Ireland is to � ll at least 10,000 bags and send 
them to our European workers for distribution 
among the children.

In early May, the National O� ice became a hive 
of activity, as 10,000 gym bags, pens, leaª ets 
and bookmarks arrived. Within a matter of 
weeks, almost 8,000 bags had been taken 
by workers, churches, volunteers and other 
organisations. We are incredibly thankful to the 
hundreds of people who have taken part in the 
project and given so generously towards it.

Євангеліє від

Іоа ан
Gospel of John Ukrainian.indd   1

3/31/22   9:23 AM

Лише 
один Бог

Існує лише 

один Бог. Він
один Бог. Він

мешкає на 
мешкає на 

Небесах, 
Небесах, 

однак однак 

перебуває 

всюди. Бог 

створив 

кожного, і Він 

дуже тебе 

любить.

Ми можемо 

прочитати 

про Нього 

в Біблії. Він 

досконалий
досконалий

і добрий Бог.
і добрий Бог.

Ти можеш 

отримати світло
отримати світло

Завдяки тому, що 
Завдяки тому, що 

зробив Ісус, ти можеш 

зробив Ісус, ти можеш 

очиститися від своїх 

очиститися від своїх 

гріхів, і Ісус наповнить 

гріхів, і Ісус наповнить 

твоє серце Своїм 
твоє серце Своїм 

світлом. Скажи Ісусу, 

світлом. Скажи Ісусу, 

що віриш в Нього. 

Попроси Його забрати 

Попроси Його забрати 

всю темряву з твого 

життя, сором та гріх. 

Попроси Його увійти 

в твоє життя. Відтоді 

Ісус перебуватиме 

з тобою навіки. Він 

«Я Світло для світу. 

Хто йде вслід за 

Мною, не буде 

ходити у темряві 

той, але матиме 

світло життя» 

(Івана 8:12).

Темрява
Однак в нашому 

світі є дуже багато 

темряви, і ця 

темрява є в серці 

кожної людини. 

Ми відчуваємо її, 

коли робимо щось 

погане. Обманюємо, 

сваримось, крадемо. 

Нам стає соромно за 

це. Біблія називає це 

гріхом, і ми чинимо 

цей гріх проти Бога. 

Він бажає допомогти 

нам вирішити цю 

проблему…

Ісус – рішення

Бог послав в 

наш світ Ісуса. 

Він досконалий і 

добрий. Він творив 

дива на землі і 

показував людям, 

Яким є Бог. Ісус 

добровільно приніс 

Себе в жертву, щоб 

допомогти нам 

перемогли темряву, 

сором і гріх. Він 

помер за наші гріхи 

і був похований, але 

третього дня Бог 

повернув Його до 

життя. Сьогодні Він 

живий і перебуває 

на Небесах.

гріхів, і Ісус наповнить 

твоє серце Своїм 
твоє серце Своїм 

світлом. Скажи Ісусу, 

світлом. Скажи Ісусу, 

що віриш в Нього. 
що віриш в Нього. 

Попроси Його забрати 

Попроси Його забрати 

всю темряву з твого 

всю темряву з твого 

життя, сором та гріх. 

Попроси Його увійти 

в твоє життя. Відтоді 

Ісус перебуватиме 

з тобою навіки. Він 

пообіцяв:

«Я Світло для світу. 

Хто йде вслід за 

Мною, не буде 

ходити у темряві 

той, але матиме 

світло життя» 

(Івана 8:12).

помер за наші гріхи 

і був похований, але 

третього дня Бог 

повернув Його до 

життя. Сьогодні Він 

живий і перебуває 

на Небесах.

13



www.cefireland.com/ukraine

As the weeks went by, � lled bags began to 
return to the o� ice in their hundreds! As the 
bags returned they were batched into cardboard 
boxes in preparation for transport. At the time of 
writing, we have over 6,500 bags boxed (stored 
both at the National O  ̈ice and in Lisburn) and 
ready for transport to Ukraine (via Romania) in 
early September. 

Please pray that God would use the 
material in the bags to open the eyes of 
Ukrainian children to the great news of 
the gospel. 

What about the rest of the bags? We’re 
tentatively planning a second transportation 
closer to the end of the year to send the 
remaining bags. Would you, your family or your 
church be willing to � ll the remaining bags? We’ll 
provide you with the bags, the literature and the 
pen, and we would ask you to provide the rest of 
the items. Talk to your local CEF worker, or get in 
touch with our National O� ice, to take part! 

www.cefireland.com/ukraine
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Family News

You receive the National Newsletter because you are on a mailing list for this publication. If you would like to 
a) change any of your details (such as address), b) change how you receive this (email or post) or c) stop receiving 
this, please contact your local CEF worker or our National O� ice. For further information on how we use your 
information, please visit www.ce� reland.com/yourdata.

CEF of Ireland
199 Templemore Avenue

Belfast  BT5 4FR
Tel: 028 9073 2263

1 Tamarisk Way
Kilnamanagh

Dublin 24
Tel: 01 452 0374

National Directors:
Mr & Mrs David Edwards

CEF National O� ice
199 Templemore Avenue

Belfast BT5 4FR

Chairman:
Mr Mark Conroy

12 Causeway End Road
Lisburn BT28 1UB

Hon. Treasurer:
Miss Jean Porte

7 Milebush Cottages
Carrickfergus BT38 7QH

• We have welcomed some new workers to the CEF Family – Sophie Mc Hugh to 
Oceanview, Letitia McDonald to Youth Challenge and Gemma Montgomery as 
Graphic Designer in the National O� ice. Please pray for each one as they settle 
into their roles.

• Sadly, we said ‘Goodbye’ to Alan Tweedie at the end of July as he left his post 
in the Finance Department to take up a position in Admin at Queen’s University. 
We would ask you to pray for the Lord’s blessing upon Alan as he takes up his 
new role and that God would enable him to be a witness in Queen’s University. 
Heather Bell went on maternity leave in mid-August and we are grateful to have 
Deborah Park cover this period. Pray for Deborah that she will ‘� nd her feet’ 
quickly within the Finance Department.

• We extend our deepest sympathies to Julie Fenton on the sudden homecall of 
her dear mum at the beginning of July, and to Ruth Jackson on the homecall 
of her mum after a short time of illness in hospital in August. We were also 
saddened to hear of the passing of a very faithful GNC teacher, prayer partner 
and volunteer in the National O� ice, Gladys McBride. 
Please uphold these families in prayer during these 
di� icult days and months.

• We congratulate Heather Bell and her husband, Aaron 
on the safe arrival of their little baby daughter, Violet 
Alice, in August. Please pray for Heather and Aaron as 
they adjust to parenthood and seek to bring little Violet 
up to know the Lord.




