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Now the angel
who talked
with me came
back and
wakened me,
as a man who
is wakened
out of his
sleep. And he
said to me,
“What do you
see?”
Zechariah 4.1-2a

I

what
do
you
see?

have omitted the answer to the question the angel asked. I deliberately stopped
at the end of the question, ‘What do you see?’ as that was the part that caught
my attention. It made me pause as I looked around my world and endeavoured
to provide an answer. At the time of writing the war in Ukraine is catching
the attention of the world; the rapid rise in the cost of living is concerning all;
the pressures upon the health service and the concern that creates is affecting
communities; the looming election, which will be over by the time you read this,
is in our minds. Understandably these are what many in Ireland are seeing now.
Can I ask you to look and focus on the children and ask yourself, ‘What do they
see?’ They too see and feel the pressures around their world; they are not immune
from society and the effect of all that is occurring. But they have other pressures:
the pressure to fit in, of having the right look, being accepted by friends, having
an identity, maturing in a world that is rapidly changing and in which there are
no absolutes. They are looking for answers and relief from the peer pressure upon
them. They know they need something or someone but what and who can bring
acceptance and purpose?
‘What do you see?’
I see thousands of young people on this island of Ireland growing up with no
knowledge of the only One who can resolve all their issues, who accepts them
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unconditionally, who loves them, who knows them even with all their innermost
thoughts, who has given His all for them and desires the best for them and states He
will never leave or forsake them.
‘What do you see?’
I see the need for Christians to be active in their faith, to put into practice what they
believe and to reach out to the lost who are all around them. I see the shortage of
believers who are heeding the command of the Lord to, ‘Go into all the world and
preach the gospel.’
I see 23 counties on this island without a CEF® worker and the vast numbers of
children in those counties.
Then I see the many who are stepping up to serve among the children: the summer
volunteers, the Good News Club® teachers, the local committee members, the prayer
warriors, the financial supporters, the full-time workers, and I say, “Thank you, Lord.”
Sam Doherty taught many children’s workers at CMLC in Kilchzimmer to put on
their CEF glasses. This is what I am doing as I write this article and as you read it, I
ask you to do the same. Put the CEF glasses on and ask yourself the question, ‘What
do you see?’ Follow it up with another personal question, ‘What can I do?’

(National Directors)
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Cuimhnigh ar
TARGET
Luimneach COUNTIES
(Remember Limerick)
Stan & Denise Beamish,
Regional Directors SW Ireland

It is interesting the facts that Google shows in connection to Co Limerick.
Limerick is the cloudiest city in Ireland—Not sure how useful that information
is. County Limerick sits in Ireland’s southwest. Beside the Shannon Estuary,
the city of Limerick is home to the 13th-century King John’s Castle, on an
island in the river.
Tuesday 31st October 1978 will live long in the memories of many rugby fans
who were around to witness this historical day in Thomond Park, Limerick.
This, of course, was the first time in history an Irish team had beaten New
Zealand in rugby.
David and Margaret Adamson served as CEF workers in Limerick city, county
and into some of the neighbouring counties from 1972 (David) and 1973
(Margaret). Their ministries included pre-schools, schools, Good News Clubs,
Youth Ministry, 5-Day Clubs®, summer camps, Teacher Training and much more
alongside some churches. David and Margaret retired in 2016 and little or no
CEF ministry is conducted there at present. It is hard to quantify the number
of fellowships and churches in Co Limerick. On my database I have over 25
listed. Some of these are large churches and others are small in numbers
attending.
Co Limerick, with over 110 primary schools and over 30 post primary schools,
had an overall population of 194,899 in the 2016 census. It will be interesting
to see the population number after the census in April 2022.
Again, we can ask the question, “How can these folk be reached? Who will
reach the children and young people?” The answer comes in Luke 10:2, “The
harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”
Can we encourage you to pray to the Lord of the harvest? Could you, along
with some of your friends, meet together and continue to ask the Lord of the
harvest to send more workers?
Cuimhnigh ar Luimneach (Remember Limerick).
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A Life
Transforming
Course
“The opportunity to
have had such a life
transforming course
online was incredible
for me. I am grateful
for the opportunity the
Lord gave me to attend
the Children’s Ministry
Leadership
Course
(CMLC) because I can
now see that it was an
opportunity that found
me! God has something
great instore for me.”
(Great Britain)

Linda Corry

“I came to this course (Teaching Children Effectively™
Level 1) more for my own benefit and spiritual growth
and not with any thought to get involved in teaching
children. But after the third day of classes I realised
God was calling me to reach and teach children who
don’t know about Him.” (Romania)

God continues to use CEF training courses (online
and face to face) around Europe to transform lives!
During the past year our workers have had numerous
opportunities to invest in the lives of students and
volunteers (more than 40,000), who had a desire to
know more about reaching and teaching children so
they could be better prepared in the ministry they are
already involved in or plan to begin.
In the coming months we are praying that God will transform the lives of many more
students who have enrolled for CEF courses, especially those planning to take the
CMLC training in Portugal and Romania during the summer months. Pray with us
that God will reveal the great things He has in store for each of them as they study and
seek His will for their lives.
Are you ready for a life transforming experience? Then contact the CEF National
Office today and find out more about the training opportunities that are available –
you won’t regret it!
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MINISTRY IN
EAST BELFAST
Roberta Sherlock

“Wow! What is this?”
aren’t the words that I
normally hear as children
come to the hall for
assembly, but that is
exactly what one child said
just a few months ago.
Not only was it my ﬁrst
time visiting this school,
but it was also the ﬁrst
time that the Primary 1
and Primary 2 children had
ever been to assembly.
As I thought about that, it occurred
to me that assembly may be the only
time that some of these children hear
something from God’s Word and
how much they have missed out on
with assemblies not taking place for
so long.
On this occasion I took Paddington
Bear along with me. We thought
about how Paddington always finds
himself in sticky situations and how
even when we try our very best, we
just can’t be good all the time, we go
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our own way instead of going God’s
way. But what a joy to be able to
share what it says in Psalm 86 verse
5, “For You, Lord, are good, and ready
to forgive …”
Praise God for opportunities to get
back into schools in person again!
I look forward to returning to this
school in the future to share more
from God’s Word. Pray that the Lord
would continue to open the doors
to more schools once again and that
He would speak to the hearts of the
children as they listen.
Of course, an advantage of talking
about Paddington Bear is having a
marmalade sandwich to snack on
afterwards!

"A PRAYING
GRANNY"
Rosaline Oldrey, Wexford Gaelscoil Good News Club

During the lockdown in 2020 the Wexford Good News Club (GNC™) could
not meet in person anymore. Later the club went on Zoom and praise God it
was a success as the children joined in. My two grandchildren live in Dublin,
and it was a great joy for me to see them join the GNC in Wexford on Zoom. I
was allowed on Zoom as their grandmother and that was my first introduction
to the GNC.
It was a joy for me to see the children each week hearing the Word of God on
Zoom and learning the memory verses. On one occasion I was
asked to close the meeting in prayer. Later, Johanna asked
me to pray for the children, the leaders and the GNC
each week on Zoom. At the prayer time each week
the children were asked for prayer requests,
and it was a privilege for me to pray for their
requests, the leaders, and the club.
When the lockdown was eased and the
GNC could meet again in person, I
continued to attend and pray for the
leaders and children each week. It is a
great encouragement to me to see the
seeds of God’s Word being sown in the
children’s hearts, to hear them repeat
the memory verses, answer the questions
in the quiz and sing the choruses. There
is a verse in Psalm 119:11 that sums up
the GNC, “Your word I have hidden in my
heart, that I might not sin against You.”
God’s Word is being hidden in the hearts
of the children of Wexford each week and
may they all come to know the Saviour
and spend their lives serving Him.
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RENEW
CEF OF IRELAND
E A ST E R CO N F E RClaire
E NMcNabb
CE

I

t was lovely to spend time together
in person at Easter Conference for
the first time in three years. Conference
opened on Friday 15th April in Portrush
Town Hall with a time of praise, an
interview with our main speaker, a short
devotional thought from David Coffey,
and some light refreshments.
This year’s theme was Renew. In our
morning sessions Gareth
Bell, Pastor of Cookstown
Baptist, took us through
Isaiah 40. He encouraged
us to lift our eyes and
behold our God who is
supreme, sovereign and
sufficient.
On
Saturday
night
Stephen Garrett spoke of
the need in South West
Europe and then we
focused on Scotland as
Simon and Hannah Snodgrass shared
about their work. On Monday night we
looked at what God is doing in Ireland.
David Edwards, our National Director,
reminded us of the need for new workers
to fill vacant counties so that many more
boys and girls can hear the gospel. There
was a great turn out from the SYC choir
who sang two pieces.
Over the weekend we heard some very
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"THEY THAT WAIT
UPON THE LORD
SHALL RENEW
THEIR STRENGTH"

encouraging Good News stories from
our workers and volunteers about how
God is saving the children and young
people that they are working with.
We are thankful to have shared the
Sunday night service with Portrush
Presbyterian where Gareth Bell spoke
and Sara Pizzuti shared about her work
in Italy.
Seminars
throughout
the weekend included
‘Renewing
your
strength—your personal
walk with the Lord’
with Adrian Moffett,
‘Renewing
your
Commission—sharing
the gospel where you
are’ with Bryan Martin,
‘Renewing your Prayer
Life' with Janice Elliot
and Ashleigh Robinson,
and a CEF report from the Education
Department, South East Antrim and
Co Cork. During each evening Gareth
Bell brought the closing challenge from
Romans chapter one.
We stayed in the Young Adults House
and it’s safe to say that everyone enjoyed
spending time together, eating plenty of
fast food and drinking lots of tea! Despite

the pouring rain and the car cruise, Meltdown in Portrush Town Hall on Sunday night
was filled with 200 young people praising God (led by the White Stone Receivers), and
hearing from Gareth Bell about how our identity always impacts our actions.
Easter Conference proved to be a great time to connect with people, to serve others
and be refreshed by good Biblical teaching. We hope you’ll join us next year!
You can catch up on the reports and Bible teaching at conference on our YouTube
Channel.

11

Shortfall
“... the things which
happened ... have
actually turned out for
the furtherance of the
gospel.” Philippians 1:12

displaced and needing support for
ministry.

Sometimes it is hard to get our
minds around a verse like this.
Paul was in chains, but by God’s
grace, he was able to see beyond
the circumstances, to something
wonderful that God was doing: the
gospel was advancing!

If it hadn’t been for the shortfall
project, we could not have supported
the 70 faithful CEF workers in
Ukraine at this time.

Ukraine has been at the centre of
the world’s attention recently and at
first glance, we are met with trauma
and disbelief that something like this
could happen in 2022. However, to
our amazement, the 70 CEF workers
in Ukraine have continued to trust
in God and evangelise children in
whatever way they can.
The Shortfall project has been
supporting these 70 workers every
month for a number of years, but
since February, shortfall has
been vital in providing what
is normally needed PLUS
additional support for the
workers who have been
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Photographs and reports are
coming in of children’s meetings
in bunkers, basements, refugee
centres etc. CEF workers are able to
continue ministry to children and
teenagers.

Thank you for supporting the
shortfall project over the years, but
especially now. If you would like
more information about shortfall
or how to help with urgent ministry
needs in Ukraine at this time, please
contact us.
It is not easy, but we can say with
the Apostle Paul, it has actually
served to advance the gospel and for
that we praise God!

ministry in

I

North
East
Down

Louise Davidson

recently came across this quote written on the inside of my late grandmother’s
Bible.

Someone cried, “Where must this seed be sown to bring
the most fruit when it is grown?” The Master heard as He
said and smiled, “Go plant it for me in the heart of a child.”
This is what we are seeking to do as we teach the boys and girls in the North East
Down area.
Good News Club ministry is vital to sow the seed of the gospel and also to nurture
young lives to grow in their walk with the Lord.
It has been encouraging to have more opportunities for weekly Good News Clubs
following on from our 5-Day Club ministry last summer.
Whilst teaching at one of our after-school clubs a
few weeks ago, I lifted out the memory verse John
3:16. One little girl enthusiastically waved her
hand to tell me that she had seen this verse
once before “when some people came to our
housing estate and did a club last summer.”
This little girl was at one of our 5-Day Clubs
several months before and she
h a d
remembered God’s Word
from then. Praise God that
we teach the children the
living Word of God which
has the power to transform
their lives.
Your prayers would be greatly appreciated
as we seek to grow the ministry in the North East
Down area. Pray for our 5-Day Clubs that will take
place across the area again this summer. Pray too that there
will be further opportunities for follow up Good News Clubs to be established in
these different areas, and that the seeds sown in each child will be watered and bear
much fruit.
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Kids

Care
and

Karen Wallace – Kids and Care Ministry

W
share

with

e want to give thanks
unto God, for He is
faithful. He supplies
our
needs,
opens
doors and provides
opportunities
to
children and staff.

Three times a year we purchase, pack
and deliver gospel packs to children in
Northern Ireland who live in children's
residential homes. We visit at Christmas
and Easter, and in late August we deliver
their 'Back to School' pack. Some of the
homes we visit are for primary school
aged children as young as five years
old. Other homes are for children with
special needs and disabilities. Most
homes visited are for teenagers and one

for children who are seeking asylum.
We also visit After- Care facilities, the
Regional Secure Unit and Woodlands
Juvenile Justice Centre. At Easter we
gave out 310 packs with gospel literature.
Many of these children and young people
have experienced neglect, abuse and
trauma which impacts them greatly. Many
may never have heard a clear presentation
of the gospel before. A heavenly Father who
loves them is difficult to understand and
believe for many. After reading the tract
in the pack, one teenager told a Christian
social worker, "I have read this inside

out, upside down and I can't believe
that Jesus would ever love me." This
is why we have this ministry, to share
the good news that God loves them.

Can you please pray for these children and young people? Can you
pray that God would open up doors in these facilities for regular
ministry? It might seem impossible to us, but we know that with
God all things are possible. God is the One who can open doors that
no man can shut. Please pray that the Lord would use His Word to
speak into the hearts and lives of these young people.
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Coming Soon!
We’re very excited to announce
that the entire 4-year Unlocked
curriculum is coming to our CEF
Resources Shop later this year.
If you’ve used the curriculum
in Good News Club, you’ll know
how Unlocked is just bursting
with great teaching, activities
and additional aids. You’ll be able
to purchase individual series, or
buy various combination packs at
discounted rates.
Visit ceﬁreland.com/unlocked
to find out more and to sign-up for
updates.
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FAMILY NEWS
•

Congratulations to Neil Verner on his recent marriage to Amy McIldoon, and also
to James McMullan (eldest son of Andrew & Beulah) and Jenny Crozier (middle
daughter of Paddy & Jill Crozier) on their recent wedding. We pray for God’s
richest blessing as they begin their married lives together. We also congratulate
Steven Condy, former leader of the Multimedia Team, on his marriage to Lacy
Hudson in the USA and pray that the Lord will lead and guide as they serve Him
together.

•

We offer our deepest sympathy to David & Heather Cowan as David’s mum went
home to be with the Lord at the end of February. Please continue to remember
them and all the family circle in these days.

Did you know that you can receive daily prayer requests through
the PrayerMate™ App? See below for more information:
TM

Want to get our daily prayer
requests straight to your phone
or tablet? Follow the steps below
to get set up with this great app
designed to help you pray:

COMMIT TO A DAY
Interested in praying for us on a
particular day each week? Follow
the steps below to receive an email
reminder on the morning of your
chosen day along with that day’s
prayer requests:

Download and open
the PrayerMate app

Head to cefireland.com
/dailyprayer

Click the ‘Add’ button and
scroll to the ‘Evangelism
and Youth Work’ category

Choose any day of the week

Find ‘CEF of Ireland
Daily Prayer’ and then click
’Subscribe’

Fill in the brief sign-up form

Head to cefireland.com/prayer for more ways to pray for us in 2019.

Head to cefireland.com/prayer
for more
Thank you for praying
forways
us. to pray
in 2022. Thank you for praying for us.
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