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THE 
FIELDS 
ARE 
WHITE
UNTO
HARVEST 

“I looked on my right 
hand, and beheld, but 

there was no man that 
would know me: refuge 

failed me; no man 
cared for my soul.”

Psalm 142:4

� e verse above from Psalm 142 must be one of the saddest 
and yet challenging verses in the Bible. No man cared for my 
soul. I thank God there were many in my life who cared for 
my soul, cared so much they went out of their way to ensure 
I heard the gospel from a young age. I don’t have a�  rmative 
proof, but I believe I had a Godly grandmother who prayed for 
her grandchildren and God has answered her prayers. 
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THE 
FIELDS 
ARE 
WHITE
UNTO
HARVEST 

  (National Directors)

Many of you who are reading this will have experienced the same 
occurrences in your life and can now thank God for Godly family 
members, youth leaders, organisation leaders, Sunday School 
teachers and others who cared enough for you that they put e� ort 
into sharing the Good News of Jesus with you. � ey cared for your 
soul!

Sadly, it is our belief that many children are growing up in Ireland 
without someone caring for their soul. We are thankful for every 
child reached with the gospel through CEF ministries, and we are 
equally thankful for other missions and churches who are reaching 
the children. But what about the thousands who do not hear, and 
have never heard, a clear presentation of the gospel?

I mentioned that this was a sad verse but a challenging verse also. 
How can we as believers sit back comfortably when thousands are 
merrily making their way to a lost eternity. Does this disturb you? 
I believe it certainly disturbs our God and Saviour. It disturbs Him 
so much that Jesus Himself tells us to li�  up our eyes and look at the 
� elds - they are white unto harvest, but the labourers are few. But 
He didn’t leave it there, He told us what to do; pray therefore to the 
Lord of the harvest to send workers into His harvest � elds. 

� is is what we are encouraging all connected with CEF of Ireland 
to do. Pray the command of Luke 10:2 for workers to go to the 
counties of this island and reach the boys and girls with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. But when you pray, please ask God are you the 
answer to the prayer. Are you the one who is disturbed so much 
that you will care for the souls of children in Donegal, Fermanagh, 
Kildare, Louth, Waterford, Limerick, Kilkenny, Roscommon or 
the many other vacant counties with numerous children who are 
in danger of passing through this world without someone to care 
enough for their soul?

Please contact David Edwards if you desire further information.

  (National Directors)
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Co Donegal
Samuel Crockett – Committee Chairman 
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The ministry in Donegal is run by our local committee. God 
has blessed us with a great committee that has a varied 

skill set to continue His work during the period that we are 
without a full-time worker. He has also provided us with much 
needed new committee members in this time of vacancy. 
Schools’ ministry in our county is carried out by a number 
of volunteers going into either one or two schools each and 
running a Good News Club® style format in the school. We 
are thankful that God continues to keep the doors of schools 
open to the ministry. A number of GNC™s are run by local 
churches with the church members being involved in the 
clubs. These clubs are doing well this year with all of them 
having more than twenty children on the roll book. We are 
thankful that we as a committee are able to continue the 
running of both summer and weekend camps. Last summer 
we were blessed to have three weeks of successful day 
camps. We also plan to have weekend camps this spring and 
pray that many of the campers from the summer camps can 
be welcomed back so that God may continue speaking to 
those children. God has built up His ministry in this county 
through previous CEF workers and we ask you to pray that 
He would continue His work through our local committee and 
also continue to strengthen His work in Donegal.
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Many people ask questions, some are quite trivial in nature, others are more 
profound. Henry and Richard Blackaby in their book ‘Experiencing God’ state 

that one of the most profound questions we can ask is, “What is God’s will?” and 
consequently realise that it is God’s desire for us to become involved in what He 
is doing to bring salvation to others.

As Assistant National Directors we praise God that we can be involved in various 
ways: 

We are blessed to be involved in teaching others at training courses and in 
bespoke training. We trust that what is shared will be a help and encouragement 
to those who will minister directly to the children.

Praise God for His help in the continuing refurbishment of Oceanview Camp 
Centre. Please continue to pray for us as we seek to develop the outside space 
and that ultimately it will be a place where many boys and girls experience God 
in their lives.

We were blessed to work alongside a local committee for seven years and we 
praise God for the opportunity to now visit other committees. We seek to be 
a help, encouragement and blessing to them as they work in partnership with 
their local worker to reach the children in their area. We also have the privilege of 
meeting with those workers who as yet do not have a committee. We pray that 
as we share together, we will be a help to them.

We need others to become involved in what God is doing to bring salvation to 
the boys and girls. Please pray that as we share about the spiritual need of the 
children in Ireland that God would call those of His choosing to 

become involved either in full time ministry or as 
volunteers. If you would like to hear more about what 
God is doing, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

The people we meet, because of the role God has 
called us to, are an encouragement to us - 
whether it is our Local Workers reporting 
at Sta�  Conference, committee members 
we meet along the way or work teams at 
Oceanview, we can see their desire to be 
involved in what God is doing.

We thank God that His work “does not 
depend upon a person being unusually 
gifted, educated or wealthy. The key is the 
indwelling presence of God doing unusual 
things through a willing servant.” 

ASSISTANT NATIONAL 
DIRECTORS

OUR

Paddy & Jill Crozier 
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After almost thirty years serving with Child Evangelism Fellowship, Gerd-Walter Buskies 
is soon stepping down from his role as our European Regional Director. We have all 

been greatly blessed by his leadership over those years as the Lord has used him to guide 
the work across Europe. As he moves towards this change in ministry, we wanted to ask 
him about his time with CEF and what he sees as the main ongoing needs of the millions 
of children who live in Europe. 

EUROPE
CEF

7

What has your role been during your time 
with CEF?

By God’s grace we now reach around a million 
children a year. The work is done by our committed 
country and department leaders, by our faithful 
workers and by over 10,000 enthusiastic 

volunteers. I saw my role as European 
Director in strengthening them spiritually 
and in giving orientation, motivation and 
vision. For example, “Christmas Together” 
was and is very much on my heart. Last 
autumn I enjoyed motivating and supporting 
our countries in Europe in di� erent ways 
and in great cooperation with our European 
departments. Also, I always love to teach 
our future workers at CMLCs. Of course, 
I spent many hours with our Area and 

Department Directors in Zoom meetings to discuss the way 
forward. Serving in an international, worldwide organisation 
also means regular meetings with our International Ministries 
Department and my dear brothers and colleagues from 
around the world. Looking back on the last 27 years in CEF, 
including the time as country leader in Germany, it was a 
good, exciting, sometimes challenging but never boring time. 
It was a privilege to serve God in this way. I plan to move back 
to Germany and support the ministry there and also teach at 
CMLCs in Europe if needed.
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What are the needs of the children in Europe?

Though children in Europe grow up in various countries, cultures, and circumstances they 
all have one thing in common—they need Christ as their Saviour from sin. According to 
the Bible, the need of a child is « rst and foremost spiritual. We therefore bring them the 
gospel. We preach and teach Christ cruci« ed (1 Cor 2:2). We help children grow in their 
faith and establish them wherever possible in a local church.

Addressing the main need doesn’t mean that we are unaware of a constantly changing 
world and the e� ects which that has on the children and on our ministry to them. 
If the attention span of a child gets shorter and shorter, we cannot teach 
everything in a long Bible lesson.  We use the whole programme 
and teach in small bits. Our new teachers’ manuals re¬ ect 
this. When we see the ethical shift in the area of sexual 
identity and the confusion and questions this brings 
for a child, we need lessons and programmes 
that give biblical and practical answers and 
orientation regarding today’s challenges.
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Shortfall
Colin Hylands – Youth Challenge™ Team Leader

One of the CEF o� ices in 
Europe received a phone call. 

The question was simple and 
precise, “I would like to know what the 
need is for ____” as he named his CEF 
friend. “Please let me know the exact 
need so that there is no shortfall for 
him at the end of the year.” When 
he heard the amount, he realised he 
couldn’t meet the need alone and 
so decided to ring a few friends and 
together the full amount was met! 

We are so thankful for “B” and his 
heart to meet the shortfall need of 
his CEF friend. However, there are 
320 workers in Europe who in 2022 
we believe are going to be in a similar 
situation. 

Would you prayerfully consider 
being part of the shortfall team 
of supporters who give so that 
each individual’s shortfall is met? 
“B” knew that he couldn’t meet one 
worker’s shortfall on his own and 
that’s why he called his friends. 

For 320 workers needing 
approximately £300 each per 
month, we estimate the costs will 
be £100,000 each month. 

Workers in Ireland, other parts of 
Western Europe and right across 
Russia and Eastern Europe all have 

a shortfall for various reasons. Some 
struggle to raise support because of 
the religious or economical context 
they are in and others because they 
are new to the ministry. Whatever 
the reason, the shortfall project is 
here to help and you can be a part of 
it!

In Ireland we are so grateful for those 
who faithfully support the work 
each month, but here too there are 
needs. Our national o� ice sta�  work 
behind the scenes to enable the 
« eld workers to devote their time 
to direct ministry. This background 
work is often not seen and di� icult to 
raise « nance for, but it is vital for the 
wider ministry. Would you consider 
supporting one of the workers based 
in the national o� ice to help meet this 
shortfall? Please prayerfully consider 
giving to shortfall in 2022 and you, 
together with others will have the 
joy of knowing that 320 workers are 
fully supported to do their ministry in 
2022!

To support shortfall in Ireland or 
across Europe, please contact the 
national o� ice for more details. If you 
are sending a gift, please highlight if 
you would like it to go to the shortfall 
needs in Ireland or across Europe.
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Over the past year and a half ministry has been very di� erent. At times 
it has been di� icult and frustrating as we have been unable to do 

things in the way we would want to. Many times over the past few months 
I have been reminded of the truth of the words of Isaiah ch 55 verses 8 
and 9— 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
My ways,” says the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.” 

This has led me to re¬ ect on the fact that although ministry has been 
di� erent and not the way we would have chosen, we have still seen that 
God has been at work and His way is perfect.

The children have engaged really well on Zoom Good News Clubs, asking 
questions and taking part in the di� erent activities. We have seen 
attendance at three of the clubs increased. Children who have no Good 
News Club near them have been able to attend. Whilst going around with 
packs and prizes for the children we have been able to build up relationships 
with the parents and four parents have engaged with the Teaching Children 
E� ectively™ courses. 

We had the opportunity in 2021 to run two TCE™ Level 1 courses, one TCE2 
course and at present we are running another TCE1 course. It has been 
really encouraging to see good numbers attending these courses. Many 
di� erent churches have shown interest and have been encouraging their 
children’s workers to take the courses. We have also seen students who 
have undertaken the TCE courses become actively involved in ministry.

Although we long for the day when we can get back to face to face ministry 
without any restrictions, we can rest in the fact that God has been at work 
in His way during this time.

Rosalind Patterson

CEF MINISTRY
NORTH DUBLIN

10
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Children reached in the 
weekly Good News Club 

do not remain children! After 
solidifying the foundation of 
Good News Clubs, the CEF 
Middle East region conducted a 
JYC Instructor Course via Zoom. 
Thirty-seven candidates, from sixteen 
countries over ten time zones, « nished 
the course over seven days of online 
classes from 24 October to 2 November 
2021. While training in some countries was 
reasonable day time classes, the USA-sent 
missionaries started as early as 3:30 am 
and the Middle East Regional Director in 
South Korea was online after midnight! A 
time zone clock change over the weekend 
made an interesting adjustment for six 
countries.  CEF Middle East workers 
have already started more than eleven 
JYC youth groups and have committed 
to more than « ve instructor courses in 
2022. 

Older children 
are invited to 
the JYC groups 
and with Go & 
Tell training, they 
share the gospel 
with children. 
JYC groups were 
promoted in 
the Middle East 
Christmas Party 
club training. To 
date some JYC 
manuals are in Arabic, Urdu, Dari, Sri 
Lankan Tamil and Sinhala. 

Justin Fonseka, CEF of Sri Lanka, writes 
“I was waiting for a long time to see this 
training coming to fruition."

A North African CEF leader says, “Our 
teens need this teaching so much!”

A South Asian CEF National Director 
writes, “Sadly up to now the church in my 
country has neglected the teen’s ministry. 
Now through the JYC program we can 
strengthen the spiritual life of teens and 
the local churches.” 

In one north Indian area, the host of a JYC 
group was beaten at the « rst meeting by 
authorities and the CEF leader had to leave 
the area temporarily for safety. Yet JYC 
groups will continue!

JYC INSTRUCTORS COURSE

Mrs. Marty DeBruin, CEF Middle East Regional Education Director

Middle East
REGION
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JYC INSTRUCTORS COURSE
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TARGET 
COUNTIES

Port Láirge (Waterford)—Ireland’s oldest city and port in eastern County 
Waterford and known for its former glass making industry, Waterford Crystal, 

is just a little over two hours’ drive from us here in West Cork. We have had the 
privilege of meeting a number of church leaders there over the past months and 
have had the opportunity to share in one church on the importance of reaching / 
teaching children.

In Luke 10: 2 the Lord Jesus said, “The harvest truly is great, but the 
laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into His harvest."

For some time as CEF workers we have been meeting to pray for more workers and 
using Luke 10: 2 as our challenge and reminder to pray for more workers. Many 
years ago David & Rosemary Edwards worked in Co Waterford as CEF Missionaries 
from 1992 to 2001. Over the years CEF has often prayed for more workers for Co 
Waterford and then some years ago leadership in CEF picked six target counties 
to pray for, focus on and seek to look at possible ways to develop more ministry to 

young people in these counties. The target counties are Roscommon, 
Louth, Kildare, Limerick, Kilkenny and Waterford. 

Co Waterford, with its sandy beaches, narrow winding streets and its many castles 
has a population of over 116,000. Those under the age of 18 number just over 
29,000 with some 73 primary schools dotted around the county, and some 18 
second level schools. It is hard to quantify the number of Evangelical churches in 
Co Waterford. However, I do have a number of churches on our contact list, but we 
are sure there are more that we have not heard of. 

How wonderful it would be again to see summer camps being run, Good News Clubs 
started and summer outreach teams going into di  ̈erent areas of Co Waterford. 

How wonderful it would be to see the Lord call new workers into this part of our 
country. Please pray that the Lord of the harvest will send forth more workers as 
the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 

WATERFORD

Stan & Denise Beamish, Regional Directors SW Ireland

12
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As challenging as it has been in recent years we 
are delighted to serve in West Belfast and are 

thankful to God for the people we have met and built 
relationships with. 

There have been ups and downs in the past but one great 
encouragement was the distribution of calendars within primary schools. We 
visited 12 schools and were able to give out 2,450 calendars in total. 450 of 
these were Irish language calendars and these were accepted with joy. Although 
this was several months ago now, we do remain encouraged by this and are 
thankful for the continued contact it brings within the local primary schools.

As it’s still di� icult to be physically present in schools we have produced some 
videos which we made available for primary schools to show in the classroom. 
The productions might not be up to Hollywood standard, but the important thing 
is that the living and active Word of God was clearly presented in each recording.

It’s at this time of year we begin our preparations for the summer work, and we 
have several 5-Day Club®s planned again this year. Some of these will take place 
in areas for the « rst time and some where we have been working in for a few 
years. We would really value your prayers as we distribute invitations for these 
and throughout the months of July and August as we engage boys and girls with 
the gospel.

We are thankful for your interest and partnership in the ministry within West 
Belfast. We continue to serve in the strength that God gives and pray that by 
God’s grace many will come to know the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 

Declan and Amanda Curley
West Belfast

M i n i s t r y  i n . . .

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is that they may be saved. Romans 10:1

A unique 12 week 

training course, 

which can be 

taken in two parts, 

that will equip 

you for a Gospel– 

centred ministry 

among children.

Discover how God can use you 

among children at home or 

abroad

Get equipped to develop and 

coordinate a regular ministry 

to children

Strengthen your spiritual walk 

with God

Multiply yourself by learning 

how to train others

CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY 
LEADERSHIP 
COURSE Benefi t from experienced 

instructors from Ireland 

and Europe

Learn how to evangelise 

and disciple children

Practise and develop 

your newly acquired skills 

and receive feedback in 

a safe and constructive 

environment

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP®
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was a statement 
one boy made 
recently while 
attending a weekly 
Good News Club. 
We are so thankful 
Good News Clubs 
have been able to 
meet in person again 
and that children 
are coming along to 

them. At clubs I love reminding the children 
why the club is called ‘Good News Club’. 
What an amazing privilege it is to share 
the Good News of the gospel with many 
children in this way. May each child who 
attends these clubs be used to share this 
Good News with many others.

As I chat to Christians around Mid Ulster I am 
often told, ‘I went to Good News Club as a 

child’ or ‘I taught at Good News Club’. While 
most of the clubs have been running for 
years, we are thankful for new clubs which 
have started in the area and for the desire 
that volunteers have to reach children in 
their locality. What a great privilege it is to 
have regular spiritual input into young lives. 
We would love to see more Good News 
Clubs starting in Mid Ulster; will you join 
with us in praying for this to happen? 

The same boy who made the comment, 
‘This is the best club I go to all week’ also 
jokingly called the club ‘Survival club’. When 
asked why, he explained that he had called 
the club ‘Bible Club’ but his friend thought 
he said ‘Survival Club’ (It does sound quite 
similar). How great that we can teach the 
children not only how they can survive in 
our world as followers of Jesus but thrive 
and grow, living life to the full!

14

Emma Reid‘This is 
the best 
club I 
go to all 
week’

Mid Ulster
M i n i s t r y  i n . . .
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that will equip 
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centred ministry 

among children.

Discover how God can use you 

among children at home or 

abroad

Get equipped to develop and 

coordinate a regular ministry 

to children

Strengthen your spiritual walk 

with God

Multiply yourself by learning 

how to train others

CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY 
LEADERSHIP 
COURSE Benefi t from experienced 

instructors from Ireland 

and Europe

Learn how to evangelise 

and disciple children

Practise and develop 

your newly acquired skills 

and receive feedback in 

a safe and constructive 

environment

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP®

Are you involved in teaching children the Word of God, 
whether as a Sunday school teacher or some other 

form of children’s ministry? Perhaps you’ve received little 
or no training, but you would like more. Why not come to 
the Children’s Ministry Leadership Course (CMLC). 

This 12-week residential course will be held in Seaview 
Camp and Conference Centre, Kilkeel, from 18th 
September to 9th December 2022. CMLC will equip you 
to teach the Bible clearly and effectively to children. With 
theological foundations and practical ideas to help you 
in your ministry, even if you’ve been teaching children for 
many years, this course is for you.  

If you’re interested, or know someone who is, then contact 
Beverley in the national offi ce.

E: beverleym@cefi reland.com  T: 028 9073 0928

14

Emma Reid
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FAMILY NEWS

CEF of Ireland
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Tel: 028 9073 2263
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Kilnamanagh

Dublin 24
Tel: 01 452 0374

National Directors:
Mr & Mrs David Edwards

CEF National O� ice
199 Templemore Avenue

Belfast BT5 4FR

Chairman:
Mr Mark Conroy

12 Causeway End Road
Lisburn BT28 1UB

Hon. Treasurer:
Miss Jean Porte

7 Milebush Cottages
Carrickfergus BT38 7QH

• Sarah Wagner was diagnosed with breast cancer and had surgery prior to 
Christmas. She is currently undergoing treatment. Please pray she and Andi 
will continue to know God’s peace in this situation and for wisdom for the 
medical team caring for her. 

• We congratulate Andrew McNabb on his recent marriage to Claire (Moorcroft) 
and wish them every blessing as they continue to serve the Lord together.

• Geo�  Wallace was recently appointed Leader of the Missions Department. 
Please pray for him as he settles into this new role. In another change, Emma 
Reid is leaving the Mid Ulster area to take up the ministry in Co Monaghan, 
following on from Andrew & Beulah McMullan. Please remember Emma as she 
makes this move after Easter DV.

You receive the National Newsletter because you are on a mailing list for this publication. If you would like to 
a) change any of your details (such as address), b) change how you receive this (email or post) or c) stop 
receiving this, please contact your local CEF worker or our National O� ice. For further information on how we 
use your information, please visit www.ce« reland.com/yourdata.

TM COMMIT TO A DAY
Want to get our daily prayer 
requests straight to your phone 
or tablet? Follow the steps below 
to get set up with this great app 
designed to help you pray:

Interested in praying for us on a 
particular day each week? Follow 

the steps below to receive an email 
reminder on the morning of your 
chosen day along with that day’s 

prayer requests:

Head to ce�reland.com/prayer for more ways to pray for us in 2019. 
Thank you for praying for us.

Download and open 
the PrayerMate app

Click the ‘Add’ button and 
scroll to the ‘Evangelism 

and Youth Work’ category  

Find ‘CEF of Ireland 
Daily Prayer’ and then click 

’Subscribe’

Head to cefireland.com
/dailyprayer

Choose any day of the week

Fill in the brief sign-up form

Did you know that you can receive daily prayer requests through 
the PrayerMate™ App? See below for more information:

Head to ceª reland.com/prayer for more ways to pray 
in 2022. Thank you for praying for us.
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